y Public  Health  Office 

32,  South  Street, 
BRIDPORT. 

October, 194^. 

ANinJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  TO 
THE  BSAMIHSTER  RURA.L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  FOR  THE 
YEAR  I9A5,  INCLUDING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PERIOD 

1938  1945.  


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ,, 
Sanitary?'  Inspector  & Surveyor  ,, 
Veterinary  Surgeon (Part-time)  . . 
Glerh  to  the  Medical  Officer 


Adam  Armi t , M , B» , Gh, B , , D , P , H , 
C.C,Rundle,  AoR«S,I.  M,  Sgl.A 
K.IgMarshpll,  MgR,GgV.S. 

Mi s s A , M, Jo hns  on. 


STATISTICS  OF  TEE  AREA. 

Area  in  acies  ,eo  o?*  «•«  58,  ^93 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Popule.tion  ,,  o,e  ...  7?  519 

No, of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Bcohs)  at  end 

of  1945  ...  2,523 


Rateable  Value 


£37, 851 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


£158,11,7. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  M,  F, 


All  births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


67  55 

55  50  Birth  Rate  per  1000  resident 

12  5 population  = I6, 22 


Total  births  122 


Still  Births 


All  still  births  - 3 
Legitimate  - 2 
Illegitimate  - 1 


SU  11  birth  rate  per  1000  resident 
population  9.39 


Total  Still  Births  ...3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age, 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F. 

2 2 

1 2 Death  rate  all  Infants  per  1000 

1 — notified  births  - 32.79 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . , , Nil. 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births  ...  Nil, 

Deaths  M,  F, 

(54  34)  Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  resident 

- 88  population  - 11. 70. 


Total  Deaths 
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SAlfITAKf  GIROUMST^NCICS 


OF  TKS  ARM. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Council.  onl3;'  own  one  piped  suopl^^,  namely  in 
Beaminstor  Pai’icli,  This  supply,  which  is  continuously^ 
chlorinated,  yields  approximately/-  100,000  gallons  per  day,  and 
serves  a population  of  1,700.  Thirteen  sa;m-Dles  were  ta.hen 
for  analyz-sis  and  all  were  satisfactory/-  exoept  three  which 
were  investigated  and  the  cause  of  the  contamination  eliminated. 
There  are  piped  supplies  in  the  Villages  of  Gheddington,  Corscombe, 
Svcrshot,  Melbury  Osmond,  Hatstoclc,  South  Perrott  and  Thorncombe, 
all  privately/-  owned.  The  re-maining  Villages  deoend  unpon  •c'fells. 
Although  the  Council  have  ha,d  their  scheme  rea.dy  for  a piped 
su-o-''ly/-  to  the  whole  of  the  District  as  -out  forwa.rd  by  Messrs, 

Lemon  and  Blizzard  for  nea^rly  a.  year,  no  progress  towa.:;ds  the 
forma 'ion  of  a Joint  Water  Committee  for  West  Dorset  has  been 
made  up  to  the  end  of  this  yz-ear.  As  soon  as  the  other  Author- 
ities, name!J.y  Bridport  Borough  and  Bridport  Rural  District, 
are  ready  with  their  schemes,  a Joint  Water  Committee  can  be 
set  up  to  discuss  the  whole  cuestion  of  a comprehensive  scheme 
and  the  formation  of  a Joint  Water  Board  to  take  over  the 
responsibility  of  supplying  water  to  West  Dorset.  In  the  -mean- 
time, samples  from  the  proposed  source  have  been  taken  and  have 
proved  satisfactory,  Altogetxier  thirty  six  water  samples  have 
been  taken  for  analysis  froim  various  other  sources  in  the  District. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Apart  fro-m  a few_  septic  tanks,  the  rivers  and  streams 
act  as  the  sewers  of  the  District,  resulting  in  gross  pollution 
of  all  these  water  courses.  This  is  especially  so  at  Beaminster, 
where  the  river  Brit  is  very  foul,  Messrs,  Le-mon  and  Blizzard, 
Chartered  Civil  Engineers  and  Survey/ors,  issued  a preli’minary 
report  on  Sevirerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  covering  ail  theVilla.ges 
and  class! fy/-ing  them  according  to  their  urgency/-,  i.e,  whether 
they  cause,  or  are  likely  to  ca,use  in  the,  near  future,  serious 
pollution  or  local  nuisance.  In  Glass  I are  those  which  should 
be  dealt  with  in  the  early  post  war  y/ears.  This  group  includes 
the  Pa.rishes  of  Beaminster,  Wetherbury/-,  Broadv/indsor  and.  Hooke, 
Class  II  to  be  dealt  with  over  a period  of  say  five  yea.rs,  while 
Class  III  could  be  postponed  for  sayr  ten  years  or  longer. 

Rodent  Control. 

Under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  the  Council 
accepted  Delegated  Powers  from  the  Gountyr  Council,  As  the  latter 
was  responsible  for  Rodent  Control  in  over  ^Cffo  of  the  area,  the 
Rural  Council  asked  the  County  Council  to  take  back  the  Delegated 
Powers,  This  was  refused,  but  an  agree'ment  was  made  whereby/- 
the  County  Council  act  as  Agents  for  the  District  Council  in 
Rodent  Control  for  the  area  over  ivhich  the  Distriot  Council  is 
responsible. 


Sanitaryr  Inspections. 


No,  of  Inspections 

1806 

(including  all  Inspections 

No.  of  Informal  Notices 

166 

No, complied  with 

■13^- 

No,  of  Statutory  Notices 

2 

No,  complied  v/ith 

Nil, 

Allocation  of  Inspections, 

Shops 

14 

Refuse  and  Salvage 

83i 

Factories 

9 

Nuisances  - G-eneral 

51 

Foodstuffs 

28 

Building  Byelaws  and 

Drains 

93 

Civil  Building  Control  26 

Housing 

1075 

Petrol  Storage 

lit 

Milk  and  Dairies 

43 

Water  Supplies 

Infectious  Diseases 

32  . 

..Knackers  Yard 

1. 

Total  ,,,  1806. 
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Cov/sliede  and  Dairies, 


No, 

of 

persons  on  Register, , , 

465 

No,  of  Dairy  '^arms  etc, 
on  Register  , . , 

A64 

Noi 

of 

Dairy  Fa.rms  inspected. 

32 

No,  of  Inspections  ,., 

43 

No, 

of 

Notices  served  ... 

V 

J 

No,  complied  with 

10 

No, 

of 

Milk  Shoes  j.nspected,  . 

t 

NOj  of  Inspections  ... 

1 

NOe 

of 

Norn ice? 

Nil 

No,  complied  with 

Nil, 

A sufficient  and  wliolesor'ie  water  supply  is  essential  for  a 
good  milk  sunply.  The  prooosed  comprehensive  water  scheme  should 
help  the  milk  industry  in  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District,  where 
a.t  preeent  rhe  m.ajority  of  Dairies  have  to  depend  on  sha.llow 
veils  which  are  so  liable  to  contamination  and  drying  up. 

Id?  ^-■GGtion , 

All  the  slaughr ering  for  West  Dorset  takes  plaoe  at  a 
Sl.a.ughter  House  in  the  Bridport  Rural  District,  where  a Veter- 
inary Surgeon,  appointedby  the  four  Councils  concerned,  is 
responsible  for  the  inspection  of  carceusses  on  every  day  that 
slaughtering  takes  pla.ee. 


Food  a.nd  Drugs , 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  :■ 


Fish 

Oranges 

Bacon 


97  lbs 
5b  lbs 
57  lbs 

HOUSING. 


Biscuits 

Cheese 

Various 


3 lbs 
19  lbs 
93  tins 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  873  of  Inspections  IO75 

No.  unfit  for  human  habitation  154  IFo.not  reasonably  fit  47^ 

No,  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  served  under  P.H.A,  57 

(55  Informal,  2 Formal) 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defects  remedied  by  the  owner  after 

Informal  Notice  39 

Total  no,  of  new  houses  erected  Nil 

No,  of  houses  owned  by  L.A,  9*^ 

Aoproximate  number  of  working  claus  houses  in  District  21o6, 


A Preliminary  Housing  Survey  whs  commenced  with  a view 
to  finding  out  the  condition  of  the  houses  which  will  be 
classified  as  follows 

1, Satisfactory  or  with  minor  defects  only, 

2. Requiring  repair,  structural  alterations  or  improvements, 

35 Appropriate  for  re— conditioning  under  the  Housing(Rural  Workers) 
Act. 

4. Houses  requiring  demolition, 

A temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to 
help  in  this  survey,  which  when  finished,  will  be  followed  by  a 
detailed  house  inspection. 

The  Council  own  housing  sites  in  the  following  Parishes, 
in  which  for  their  immediate  Post  War  Housing  Programme,  they 
intend  to  build  the  following  number  of  houses 

Netherbury  (North  Bowood  2,  Salway  Ash  2),  Thorncorbe  8, 

Marshwood  2,  Melbury  Osmond  A,  Stoke  Abbott  6,  Beaminster  34> 
Svershot  4)  Mosterton  2,  Cors combe  A,  Halstock  8. 

In  October  the  Ministry  of  Health  gave  sanction  for 
tenders  to  be  invited  for  the  erection  of  ten  houses  viz:- 
Stoke  Abbot  6,  North  Bowerod  2 and  Salway  Ash  2, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945« 


A^e  New  Cases  Deaths 

Periods . Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 
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Particulars  of  deaths  as  follows 


M. 

M, 

M. 


Z]2  years, 

39  ” 

67  '» 


Railway  Cleric, 

Gardener. 

Shepherd. 


Duration  of  Disease  - 3 years 

” ” " — 2 years 

" " " - 1 year. 


1938 

1939 

1940 

19^1 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  1938  - 19^5. 


New  Cases, 
Pulmonary,  Non-Pulmonary 

F. 


4 

1 

4 
1 
6 

5 

4 

5 


F. 

4 

2 


4 


3 
5 

4 

2 

4 


M. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 


2 

1 


1 

2 

2 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary,  Non-Pulmonary. 

V 


1 

2 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 


-F. 

1 

1 

1 

2 


M- 

1 


1 


1 


1 


TOTALS. , .30 


28 


12 


12 
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